
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   July 21, 2022 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY: Vennie Abrams was sworn in as Board member 

CALL TO ORDER- John Kornmayer called the meeting to order at 5:20 pm 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vennie Abrams (Member of Public), Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney 

(Pharmacist), Rick Covil (Consumer), Chris Davis (Member of Public), Linley Foster (Social Worker), Peggy 

Franklin (Nurse), Aaron Greene (Member of Public), George Kim (Member of Public), John Kornmayer 

(Physician), Andre Overholt (Commissioner), Penny Padgett (Member of Public), Terri Palmer (Member 

of Public), and Ellen Thomas (Consumer) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), Belynda Veser 

(Psychiatrist), and Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

WELCOME OF YOUTH ADVOCACY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

i. Youth Advocacy Committee Member Candidate: Mario Rodriguez  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion made to approve the agenda by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Linley 
Foster. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: Motion made to approve the consent agenda as provided by 
Linley Foster and seconded by Thomas Adkins. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion made to approve May 2022 minutes with corrections by Thomas 
Adkins and seconded by Linley Foster. The motion carried unanimously. 
      
MANAGEMENT/PROGRAM DISCUSSION: 

A. BOARD REPORT QUESTIONS:  
i. Transportation System Safety Program – Bill Crisp gave updates regarding the audit 

in June with the NC DOT. Out of 52 areas, there were 15 deficiencies. These 
included Training, Drug and Alcohol, and the ADA policy & plan. Crisp reported on 
the plans already in place to improve in each of these areas. 

ii. Professional Foster Parenting – Kim Wilson gave updates regarding the 
development with community partners and the potential acquisition of a house, 
construction costs involved, licensing, and inspections required. Wilson also 
reported on conversations moving towards some additional foster care homes and 
described how the foster homes function for these families. 

B. MEDICAID EXPANSION:  

i. Pallas Edwards gave an overview of the history and opposition of Medicaid 

expansion, and some statistics. Edwards also discussed the advantages of Medicaid 

expansion, the progress in the transition and the potential issues within the agency. 

C. PUBLIC HEALTH:  

i. NC SB 138 – Joshua Kennedy reported the process for filing death certificates has 

changed in that these are required to be filed electronically beginning August 31, 

2022; fines for failure to comply with this process will begin October 1, 2022. 

ii. Session Law 2022-11 – Kennedy reported on the changes in well grout certification 

in that liability now falls on the contractor. Kennedy also reported on the flexibility 



provided with the use of licensed soil scientists and also the delays in rule changes 

for wastewater treatment & dispersal system until January 1, 2024. 

D. MONKEYPOX: 

i. Kennedy provided a presentation on the global outbreak, signs and symptoms, 

treatments and vaccines available, and local current response status 

E. STAFF TURNOVER AND RECRUITMENT EFFORTS: 

i. Kennedy reported on the current vacancies and turnover; Economic Services is fully 

staffed, Transportation still needs drivers, Public Health has a couple of openings, 

Environmental Health is looking to hire an intern, and Senior Services has a couple 

of openings  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A. COVID-19 UPDATES: 

 Kennedy reported at-home test kits are available and results may not be accurate; 

cases are similar to those as Delta last year according to the wastewater testing 

 Kennedy reported an increase in hospital admissions and a decrease in mortality 

rates 

 Kennedy briefly discussed the cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 

children 

 Kennedy reported Polk county is once again in a high-level transmission rate, 

perhaps due to outbreaks in 3 long-term care facilities 

 Kennedy stated vaccines are now available for children ages 6 months and up 

 Kennedy reported the Novavax vaccine is now available 

COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

A. POLICY AND ADVOCACY COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

i. Child and Specialty Family Plan: Kennedy briefly discussed the state’s efforts to 
work towards solutions for the LMEs and MCOs to collaborate for children to obtain 
the services they need 

ii. Policy Reviews: Kennedy highlighted some policies for review and reviewed some           
changes made. Motion was made by Thomas Adkins and seconded by Linley Foster 
to accept the policies as presented. The motion carried unanimously.  

iii. Youth Advocacy Committee Membership: Mario Rodriguez has been nominated by 
the Policy and Advocacy Committee to join the Youth Advocacy Committee. All were 
in favor of this nomination. 

iv. Opioid Settlement Update: Dr. Richard Zenn, Chief Medical Officer, with Vaya gave 

a presentation via Zoom on the opportunities within the scope of the Opioid and 

Substance Use Action Plan; this presentation included how to use these 

settlements, options to choose, priorities and challenges.  

v. CHIP Follow-up: 

a. CHIP Crosswalk: 
   • Kennedy gave an overview of the strategies and the alignment with the  
      outcomes and discussed the main priority areas within each of these 
 



 Kennedy discussed the collective impact model and the network between 
community partners 

 Kennedy discussed the crosswalk for the outcomes and the reference points for 
the strategies 

 Kennedy gave a brief overview of the next steps and goals for the next several 
years 

vi. Strategic Retreat Discussion: Kennedy discussed the options for a strategic retreat, 

prior retreat highlights, and the need for support from the board. The Policy and 

Advocacy Committee has recommended a 1 ½ to 2 hour workgroup meeting to 

discuss the CHA/CHIP and identify strategies that the board can support; the board 

was in agreement on this recommendation.  

NEW BUSINESS: None 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

CLOSED SESSION: None 

MEETING SCHEDULE: Joshua Kennedy reported the next scheduled meeting as September 15, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn made by Aaron Greene and seconded by Thomas Adkins. The 

motion  carried unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 6:51 pm 


